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MINOR SPILLS
« Remove all ignition sources.
o Clean up all spills immediately.
¢ Avoid breathing vapours and contact with skin and eyes.
« Control personal contact by using protective equipment.
¢ Contain and absorb small quantities with vermiculite or other absorbent
material.
o Wipe up.
¢ Collect residues in a flammable waste container.

MAJOR SPILLS
Pollutant - contain spillage
o Clear area of personnel and move upwind.
¢ Alert Fire Brigade and tell them location and nature of hazard.
« May be violently or explosively reactive.
o Wear breathing apparatus plus protective gloves.
¢ Prevent, by any means available, spillage from entering drains or water
course.
« Consider evacuation (or protect in place).
« No smoking, naked lights or ignition sources.
« Increase ventilation.
« Stop leak if safe to do so.
« Water spray or fog may be used to disperse /absorb vapour.
« Contain spill with sand, earth or vermiculite.
o Use only spark-free shovels and explosion proof equipment.
« Collect recoverable product into labelled containers for recycling.
¢ Absorb remaining product with sand, earth or vermiculite.
¢ Collect solid residues and seal in labelled drums for disposal.
+ Wash area and prevent runoff into drains.

« If contamination of drains or waterways occurs, advise emergency services.

PROTECTIVE ACTIONS FOR SPILL
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From IERG (Canada/Australia)

Isolation Distance 50 metres

Downwind Protection Distance 300 metres

FOOTNOTES

1 PROTECTIVE ACTION ZONE is defined as the area in which people are at risk
of harmful exposure. This zone assumes that random changes in wind direction
confines the vapour plume to an area within 30 degrees on either side of the
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predominant wind direction, resulting in a crosswind protective action distance
equal to the downwind protective action distance.

2 PROTECTIVE ACTIONS should be initiated to the extent possible, beginning with
those closest to the spill and working away from the site in the downwind
direction. Within the protective action zone a level of vapour concentration
may exist resulting in nearly all unprotected persons becoming incapacitated
and unable to take protective action and/or incurring serious or irreversible
health effects.

3 INITIAL ISOLATION ZONE is determined as an area, including upwind of the
incident, within which a high probability of localised wind reversal may
expose nearly all persons without appropriate protection to life-threatening
concentrations of the material.

4 SMALL SPILLS involve a leaking package of 200 litres (55 US gallons) or less,
such as a drum (jerrican or box with inner containers). Larger packages leaking
less than 200 litres and compressed gas leaking from a small cylinder are also
considered "small spills".

LARGE SPILLS involve many small leaking packages or a leaking package of
greater than 200 litres, such as a cargo tank, portable tank or a "one-tonne"
compressed gas cylinder.

5 Guide 130 is taken from the US DOT emergency response guide book.

6 |IERG information is derived from CANUTEC - Transport Canada.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANNING GUIDLINES (ERPG)

The maximum airborne concentration below which it is believed that nearly all
individuals could be exposed for up to one hour WITHOUT experiencing or developing

life-threatening health effects is:

irreversible or other serious effects or symptoms which could
impair an individual's ability to take protective action is:

other than mild, transient adverse effects
without perceiving a clearly defined odour is:

American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA)
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